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Ric hardso n Says He Agrees With Nixon on Busing 


By ROBERT B. SEMPLE Jr. 

Special to The 'New York Times 

SAN CLEMENTE, Calif., Aug. 
31 — Elliot L. Richardson, the 
Secretary of Health, Education 
and Welfare, asserted today 
that he was in total agreement 
with President Nixon’s policy 
of limited school busing. He 
denied that he had considered 
resigning his post after Mr. 
Nixon publicly repudiated a 
desegregation plan drawn up 
by Mr. Richardson’s own 
agency. 

It was Mr. Richardson’s first 
public comment on the volatile 
busing issue since Aug. 3, 
when, in what was widely in- 
terpreted as a slap at the 
Secretary and his associates, 
Mr. Nixon ordered the Justice 
Department to “disavow” a 
plan approved by Mr. Richard- 
son, Attorney General John N. 
Mitchell and members of the 
White House staff for extensive 
crosstown school busing in 
Austin, Tex. 

_ There were reports at the 
time that Mr. Richardson, who 
left for an Alaskan vacation 
the afternoon of the President’s 
statement, had briefly consid- 
ered handing in his resigna- 
tion. 

! Today, nowever, having re- 
turned from his holiday and 
having conferred with Mr. 
Nixon for an hour, he appeared 
before newsmen and not only 
denied those reports but also 
said he had been and continued 
to be in complete support of 
Mr. Nixon’s busing policy. The 
essence of that policy, as set 
forth in the Aug. 3 statement, 
was to achieve desegregation 
but to do so by holding “busing 
to the minimum required by 
law.” 

‘I did not consider resig- 
nation,” Mr. Richardson told 
newsmen gathered at the 
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President Nixon with Elliot L. Richardson, Health, Edu- 
cation and Welfare Secretary, at San Clemente meeting. 


San Clemente Inn. “My under- 
standing of the President’s 
policy on school busing was 
perfectly clear before all this 
occurred [on Aug. 3] and is 
perfectly clear now. He be- 
lieves that busing should not be 
used except to the minimum 
necessary extent. He believes 
it is a good thing in principle 
for children to attend school 
in their neighborhoods. I knew 
this was his view, I supported 
that view before Aug. 3, and 
it was understood by my 
colleagues before Aug. 3.” 
Asked later why, if he un- 
derstood the President’s views, 
he authorized the submission 
to the Federal District Court 
in Austin of a proposal requir- 
considerable busing, Mr. I 


Richardson said, “The specific 
application of policy in any 
given case is always a matter 
of judgment.” 

But apart from this fleeting 
and oblique admission that he 
and other high officials may in 
fact have gone beyond Mr. 
Nixon’s policy in the Austin 
busing plan, the burden of Sec- 
retary Richardson’s responses 
today was that there had not 
been and would not be differ- 
ences between himself and the 
President over the busing issue, 
issue. 

Asked at one point whether 
it was fair to say he was “in 
total and complete agreement 
with the President’s policy and 
the President’s statements in 
support of that policy and with 


the spirit of that policy,” he 
replied, “That is correct.” 

In addition, far from express- 
ing any residual bitterness at 
the President’s actions, Mr. 
Richardson sought to defend 
the Aug, 3 statement by char- 
acterizing it not as a repudia- 
tion of him or his policies. He 
termed it a necessary effort by 
Mr. Nixon to clarify — for the 
benefit of the district courts 
and the officials in charge of 
desegregation policy — the Pres- 
ident’s fundamental opposition 
to busing as a technique to 
achieve racial balance in public 
schools. 

Mr. Richardson’s comments, 
which amounted to a statement 
that official harmony on the is- 
sue now prevailed throughout 
the Nixon high command, form 
yet, another chapter in a struggle 
within the Administration to de- 
vise a politically acceptable re- 
sponse to the Supreme Court’s 
landmark ruling of April 20. 
The Court held that busing 
could be used to desegregate 
the schools unless “the time or 
distance is so great as to risk 
either the health of the chil- 
dren or significantly impinge 
on the educational process.” 
Secretary Richardson said he 
and the President had only 
“touched on” school busing as 
part of a general discussion of 
the progress of school openings 
in the South this year. 

He said that he reported to 
Mr. Nixon that things were go- 
ing well so far, “in an atmos- 
phere of calm, quiet coopera- 
tion.” He said further that his 
agency would seek to bring 
about more desegregation by 
cooperation rather than coer- 
cion. He added at one point: 

“We do not think that bran- 
dishing a big stick or sending 
in Federal marshals is a produc- 
tive way to succeed.” 


